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Dr.  Clementine  Zernik  11-10-93 

Austrian  American 

Federation 

950  Third  Ave.   20th  Fl. 

New  York  10022 

Dear  Dr.  Zernik, 

I  want  to  thank  you  for  your  courtesy  in  informing  me  of 
the  possibilities  of  regaining  my  Austrian  nationality. 

And  I  am  even  appreciative  of  the  Austrian  government's 
gesture  -  54  years  later  -  to  make  the  offer. 

However,  I  want  to  tell  you  that  I  decline  the  offer  and 
am   truly   surprised   that  anyone  in  my   position,   and   with   my 
history ,  would  accept  it . 

I  arrived  here,  as  a  very  young  man,  in  1938,  thanks  to 
American   willingness   to  provide  me  with  a   U.S.   passport   and, 
eventually,  with  American  citizenship.  Without  putting  too  fine  a 
point   on   it,   the  Americans  saved  my  life,   and   that   American 
passport  has  been  an  object  of  some  pride  and  gratitude  for  me 
ever  since. 

I   cannot   see   for  the  life  of   me   why,   for   sentimental 
reasons  or  otherwise,  I  would  want  to  change  it  for  an  Austrian 
one.  Nor  would  I  regard  it  as  a  sort  of  grudging  "Gutmachung" . 

I  won't  go  into  the  history  of  the  thing  which  you  know  as 
well  as  I  do.  If  the  Austrians  had  been  as  generous  back  in  1938, 
my  parents  would  not  have  perished  in  the  camps.  And,  frankly,  I 
see  dubious  merit  in  a  gesture  that  it  took  more  than  50  years  to 
make.  Considering  the  horrendous  events  of  the  Nasi  period  in 
Vienna,  have  you  ever  wondered  why  it  took  that  long,  and  why 
there  was  so  much  opposition  to  it  for  all  those  years? 

Or,  for  that  matter,  why  the  Austrian  government,  after  an 
equally  painful  waiting  period,  offered  me  $400  for  the  loss  of 
each  of  my  parents  in  the  camps? 
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I  am  very  much  aware 
effort  to  create  a  new  rel 
citizens  and  their  descendant 
the  current  issue  of  Kultur. 
anyone  in  possession  of  an  A 
has  meant  to  them ,  would 
citizenship.  That  admirably 
Vranitzky  in  Jerusalem  a  cou 
than  a  dozen  pieces  of  paper 


of  Austria's  quite  admirable 
ationship  with  its  former  Jewish 
s.  You  will  see  this  if  you  look  at 
But  I  simply  don't  understand  why 
merican  passport,  with  all  that  it 
want  to  reclaim  their  Austrian 
frank  speech  of  Chancellor  Franz 
pie  of  months  ago  meant  more  to  me 
with  "Passport"  stamped  on  them. 


17  EAST  89  STREET  •   NEW  YORK,  N.  Y.  10128   •   (212)  860-4859  .   FAX  (212)  860-4859 


In   any  case,  a  passport  wouldn't  bring  back   my   family, 
nor  do  I  require  a  kind  of  verification  of  my   roots   of  which 
ite  intensely  -  and  sometimes  painfully  -  aware. 
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Again,     I     do    thank    you 
Staatsbuergerschaftnovelle  to  my  attention 

Sincerely, 


for 
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AUSTRIAN  CONSULATE  GENERAL 

950  THIRD  AVENUE 

NEW  YORK.  NY.  10022 

TEL.  (212)  737-6400 

FAX  (212)  772-8926 


Information  concerning  regaining 
the  Austrian  Citizenship 


■■  i 


An  Amendment  to  Par.  58c  of  the  Austrian  Citizenship  Law 
adopted  by  the  Austrian  Parliament  on  July  30,  1993  and  in 
force  since  July  31,  1993  enables  former  Austrian  citizens,  who 
left  Austria  due  to  persecution  by  the  NSDAP  or  the  authorities 
of  the  Third  Reich  before  May  9,  1945,  to  regain  Austrian 
citizenship  by  notification  without  taking  residence  in  Austria. 

The  notification  following  the  attached  sample  should  be 
accompanied  by  the  following  documents  or  certified  copies  (if 
original  documents  are  shown  to  the  Consulate  simple  copies 
suffice) : 
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i) 

2) 
3) 
4) 
5) 
6) 


Birth  Certificate 

Marriage  Certificate 

Proof  of  legal  change  of  name  (if  applicable) 

Proof  of  academic  degree  (if  applicable) 

Valid  passport  (copies  of  relevant  pages) 

Proof  of  Austrian  citizenship  at  the  time  of  emigration  from 

Austria  (Heiroatschein,  Heimatrollenauszug,  old  Austrian 

passport) 

7)  U.S.  (or  other)  Naturalization  Paper 

8)  Proof  of  date  of  emigration  from  Austria 

9)  Certificate  of  Good  Conduct 

If  not  all  of  these  documents  can  be  submitted,  the  competent 
authorities  in  Austria  will  assist  to  procure  or  verify  the 
relevant  data  with  the  help  of  archives  and  records. 

The  notification  and  administration  procedure  for  regaining  the 
Austrian  citizenship  are  free  of  most  charges. 

The  notification  can  be  sent  directly  to  the  Government  of  the 
Federal  province  of  birth  (list  A)  or  to  the  Austrian 
Embassy/Consulate  General  (list  B) . 


For   further   information   and   assistance   do   not 
contact  the  Embassy  or  the  Consulate  General. 


hesitate   to 


Inf6rmation  concerning  regaining  the  Austrian  citizenship     (list  A) 

Xmter  der  landesregierungen 
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Amt  der  Wiener  Landesregierung 
Magistrat^bteilvng  61 
Rathaus,  Lichtenf elsgasse  2 
1082  Wien 
Tel. :  01143/1-4000-61 

Amt  der  oberosterreichischen  Landesregierung 
Promenade  3  7 
4020  Linz 
Tel.:  01143/732-7720-5251 
Fax:  01143/7  32-772  0-1784 

Amt  der  Salzburger  Landesregierung 
Prasidialabteilung 
Chiemseehof 
5020  Salzburg 
Tel.  :  01143/662-8042-2085 
Fax:  0114  3/662-804  2-2927 

Amt  der  Steiermarkischen  Landesregierung 
Hofgasse 
8011  Graz 
Tel. :  01143/316-877-2088 

Amt  der  Tiroler  Landesregierung 

Abt.  la 

Wilhelm-Greil-Strafle  17 

6020  Innsbruck 

Tel. :  01143/512-508-0 

Tlx:  847/533891 


& 
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Amt  der  Vorarlberger  Landesregierung 

Neues  Landhaus  Romerstrafle  15 

6900  Bregenz 

Tel. :  01143/5574/511-0 

Fax:  0114  3/5574/511-80 

Tlx:  847/57749 

Amt  der  Burgenlandischen  Landesregierung 

Freiheitsplatz  1 

7000  Eisenstadt 
Tel. :  01143/2682-600-0 
Fax:  0114  3/2682-61884 


Amt  der  Karntner  Landesregierung 
Arnulfplatz  1 
9020  Kl«genfurt 
Tel. :  01143/463-536-0 
Fax:  01143/463-53  6-3  0119 

Amt  der  Niederosterreichischen  Landesregierung 

Neugebaudeplatz  1  Herrengasse  13 

3100  St.  Polten  1014  Wien 

Tel. :  01143/2742-57500-0      Tel. :  01143/1-53110 

Fax:  0114  3/1-53110-2  060 
Tlx:  847/111783 


(list  B) 


AUSTRIAN  EMBASSY  WASHINGTON 
3524  International  Court  NW 
Washington,  DC  20008-3035 


phone 
fax: 
Consulate  fax 


202/895-6700 
202/895-6750 
202/895-6773 


AUSTRIAN  CONSULATE  GENERAL  NEW  YORK 

950  Third  Avenue,  20th  Floor  phone 

New  York,  NY  10022  fax: 


AUSTRIAN  CONSULATE  GENERAL  CHICAGO 

Wrigley  Bldg. ,  Suite  707 

400  North  Michigan  Avenue  phone 

Chicago,  IL  60611  fax: 


212/737-6400 
212/772-8926 


312/222-1515 
312/222-4113 
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AUSTRIAN  CONSULATE  GENERAL  LOS  ANGELES 

11859  Wilshire  Blvd,  Suite  501         "  phone 

Los  Angeles,  CA  90025  fax: 


310/444-9310 
310/477-9897 


(Vor-  unci  Zuname) 


(Geburtsdatum  und  -ort) 


(genaue  Anschrift) 


(Telef on) 


(Ort,  Datum) 


Unter  Bezugnahme  auf  das  Staatsburgerschaf tsgesetz  1985  (§  58  c  StbG 
idF  der  StbG-Novelle  1993)  zeige  ich  hiermit  an,  daft  ich  mien  als 
osterreichische/r  Staatsburger/ in  vor  dem  9.  Mai  1945  (und  zwar  im 
jahre  )  ins  Ausland   (nach   

begeben  habe, 

well   ich  Verfolgungen  durch  Organe  der  NSDAP  oder  der  Behorden  des 

Dritten  Reiches  mit  Grund   zu   befurchten   hatte/erlitten   hatte   bzw. 

well   ich   wegen   meines   Eintretens   fur   die   demokratische  Republik 

Osterreich  Verfolgungen   ausgesetzt   war   oder   solche   zu   befurchten 

hatte. 


■  .1  .  !  ■ 


Dazu  erklare  ich 


gerichtlich 


1   Ich    bin   weder   im   Inland   noch   im   Ausland   wegen 
strafbarer  Handlungen  rechtskraf tig  verurteilt  worden; 

2.  gegen  mien  ist  weder  im  Inland  noch  im  Ausland  ein  gerichtliches 
Strafverfahren  anhangig; 

3.  qegen  mien  besteht  kein  Auf enthaltsverbot; 

4  ich  biete  nach  meinem  bisherigen  Verhalten  Gewahr  dafur,  daft  ich 
zur  Repubik  Osterreich  bejahend  eingestellt  bin  und  keine  Gefahr 
fur  die  offentliche  Rune,  Ordnung  oder  Sicherheit  bilde; 

5.  ich   stehe   nicht   mit   fremden  Staaten  in  solchen  Benehunge 

der  Erwerb  der  osterreichischen  Staatsburgerschaf t   die   Interessen 
oder  das  Ansehen  der  Republik  Osterreich  schadigen  wurde. 


(Unterschrift) 


Muster f ormular 


(encl.C) 
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AUSTRIAN  AMERICAN  FEDERATION 

950  Third  Avenue,   20  th  f  1  . 
New  York,   NY   10022 
Tel-   212/535-32  6  1 
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Licbcs  Mitglied,  liebe  Freundc! 

lis  ist  mir  cine  bcsondcre  Frcudc  Ihncn  mittcilcn  zu  koennen, 
.dassnach  der  staatsbuergerschaftsnovclle  1993  der  Wieder- 
crwerb  der  oestcrreichischcn  Slaatsbwrgerschaft  durch  Vcr- 
folgte  der  NSDAP  mocglich  ist. 

Dies  bctrifftchcmaligc  ocstcrreichischc.Staatsbuerger,  die 

wegcn  der  Verfolgung  -  und  zwar  vor  dcm  9.  Mai  1945  - 

Ocstcrrcich  vcrlassen  mussten. 

in  wclchcr  Form  die  Anzeige  dcs  Berechtigten  zu.crfolgen  hat, 

crschen  Sieaus  den  Dcilagcn.  Die  oesterrcichischen  Ver- 

trctungsbchocrden  stchen  Ihncn  jederzcit  nit  Auskunft  zur 

Vcrfucgung. 

Als  Pracsidcntin  der  Austrian  American  Federation  habe  ich 

mich  scit  Jahren  bci  Konferenzen  und  Qchocrdcn  um  einc  solche 

Wied'ergutmachung  bcmueht. 

SolUcn  Sic  nicht  mchr.allc  notwcndigcn  Dokumcntc  besitzen, 

■'warden  lhnendiG:  oesterrcichischen  Dehoerden  in  jeder  Ge- 
.ziehung  behilf 1 iclv  sein. 

'  Mit Trcundschaftl.ichcn  Gruesscn. 

'  Fuer  die  Austrian  American  Federation 


Pn. 


sc;v 


i  / 


Dr.  Clementine  Zernik 
Pracsidcntin 
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FRED  HIFT 

BRIEF  CURRICULUM  VITAE 
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Born   in  Vienna   1925,   son  of   Ing.   Joseph   Hift   and 
Margarete  Hift-Loewy.  Lived  at  69  Argentinier  Str.,  4th  District. 

Schooling   in  Vienna.  Left  for  London  in  1938.   After   a 
vear  there   left  for  New  York  and  from  there  to  Chicago  where  I 
had  an  uncie  !my  father's  brother).  Progressed  from  errand  boy  in 
a  woolen  house  to  the  Chicago  Sun,  to  a  year  of  acting  on  radio+ 
In  ?942  was  invited  to  come  to  New  York  to  test  for  a   job  with 
CBS  Shortwave.  Got  the  job  and  left  Chicago. 

With   CBS   for  four  years.  In  1946  joined  The   New   York 
Times  broadcast   desk.  Left  there  in  1948  to  join  the   staff   of 
variety  ?he  entertainment  trade  magazine.  Worked  there  for  nine 
years   until,   in   1959,   Otto  Preminger   offered   me   a   job  as 
publicist  on  his  "Exodus"  movie  in  Israel  and  Cyprus. 

In  1961  joined  Darryl  F.  Zanuck  as  his  head  of  inter- 
national   marketing  for  "The  Longest  Day"  in  France _  Af ter    a 
become   director  of  European  «dvertismg/publicity  for  Twentieth 
Century-Fox   in  Paris.  Moved  to  London  in  1964.  Left  Fox  in   19 'U 
to  establish  my  owh  office  in  London. 

In    1980,   was   offered  vice-presidency  of  Columbia 

Pictures   in   New  York.  In  1981  became   international  v. p.   tor 

United  Artists,  based  in  New  York.  In  1964,  when  MGM  swallowed 
UA,  decided  to  return  to  journalism. 

Currently  contribute   to   a  number  of   newspapers   and 
magazines.  Also,  over  the  years,  contribut ed  f requent  y  o  the  BBC 
World   Service   and   to  UN  Radio,  where  I  had   a   regular  weekly 
broadcast  on  Population  issues.  Also  frequently  on  NPR . 

Write    frequently   on   entertainment,    particularly 
television,  and  am  very  interested  in  issues  affecting  Jews. 
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